
Vavilov / Lysenko 1940 — Seventh Topos Case,
Configuration G

Thomas Schüller

2026-05-30

Vavilov / Lysenko 1940 — Seventh Topos Case

Index  card  v0.2  for  the  Layered  Methodology  Research  Programme.  Extends  the  six

configurations A–F from v0.1 with Configuration G.

Author: Thomas Schüller · Syntagma Forschung · Vienna Contact: forschung@tschueller.com

· ORCID 0009-0003-9799-6747 Licence: CC BY 4.0 · v0.2 · 2026-05-30

Layer profile (5 layers)

Layer 1 — Vavilov, first-person voice 1932–1940

Dating: 1932–1940 (speeches, publications, correspondence)

Source: Vavilov, Theoretical Basis of Plant Breeding (3 vols., 1935; partly published

in English); Vavilov’s correspondence with Western geneticists (Bateson, Muller,

Mohr); Vavilov’s address to staff at the Leningrad Institute in spring 1939

Core content: Vavilov defends Mendelian genetics against Lysenko’s neo-

Lamarckian agrobiology; refuses public recantation; programmatic statement “We

shall go into the pyre, we shall burn, but we shall not retreat from our convictions”

(1939, Leningrad)

D1: near-contemporary (first-person)

D2: G1 (written publication + minuted speech)

D3: direct

D4: scientific-programmatic, against ideological appropriation

D5: canonical (reconstructed from archival material, Pringle 2008)

Layer 2 — NKVD interrogation file 1940–1941

Dating: August 1940 – summer 1941

Source: Vavilov’s NKVD file, declassified in the 1990s; analysed in Soyfer 1994, Roll-

Hansen 2005, Pringle 2008

Core content: 1,700 hours of interrogation in more than 400 sessions (some lasting

13 hours), led by interrogation officer Khvat, known for extreme methods; Vavilov
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initially confesses, later retracts parts; formal charge: espionage for Britain,

sabotage, counter-revolution

D1: near-contemporary (administrative procedure carried out on the knower

himself)

D2: G1 (administrative writing)

D3: direct (file = paper trail of the procedure)

D4: administrative-state, formally juridical

D5: canonical (since archive release)

Layer 3 — Soviet-official topology 1948–1953

Dating: 1948 (VASKhNIL conference, Lysenko’s victory) to Stalin’s death 1953

Source: official Soviet science press; Pravda; Agrobiologija (Lysenko’s journal)

Core content: Vavilov is officially designated a “wrecker” and “bourgeois idealist”;

genetics disqualified as “fascist science”; Vavilov’s institute redirected under

Lysenko’s leadership; Mendelism removed from curricula

D1: mid-range

D2: G1 (politically-ideologically instrumentalised publications)

D3: direct-administrative (centrally controlled)

D4: apologetic-ideological (justifying Lysenkoism)

D5: contested within the Soviet scientific apparatus (Western-preserved private

correspondence documents internal resistance: Sakharov letter 1964 et al.)

Layer 4 — Western history of science 1949ff.

Dating: 1949 onwards (Huxley, Soviet Genetics and World Science) to the present

Source: Huxley 1949; Medvedev 1969 (The Rise and Fall of T. D. Lysenko); Joravsky

1970; Soyfer 1994; Roll-Hansen 2005; Pringle 2008

Core content: Vavilov established as martyr of scientific freedom; Lysenkoism as

paradigmatic example of ideological scientific corruption; Cold-War-functional in

Western self-assurance; Roll-Hansen 2005 differentiates (notes Vavilov’s co-

responsibility for the centralised planning structures that made Lysenko’s rise

possible in the first place)

D1: mid- to long-range

D2: G1 (academic historiography)

D3: known intermediate source (via Soyfer, Medvedev, later direct archive access)

D4: science-historical + Cold-War-apologetic (mixed; de-ideologised after 1991)

D5: largely canonical in the history of science; individual accents (Roll-Hansen)

contested
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Layer 5 — Posthumous rehabilitation 1955 and institutional correction process

Dating: 1955 (juridical rehabilitation) – 1964/65 (scientific rehabilitation after

Khrushchev’s fall, end of Lysenkoism)

Source: Soviet rehabilitation files; Academy decisions 1965; late-Soviet and post-

Soviet Vavilov biography (Esakov, Kolchinsky)

Core content: Vavilov is withdrawn from the construct “enemy of the people”; the

Leningrad institute is named after him (today VIR, N. I. Vavilov Institute of Plant

Industry); Lysenko school removed from Academy positions in 1965

D1: mid-range (1955: 12 years after Vavilov’s death 1943)

D2: G1 (institutional-administrative)

D3: direct-administrative

D4: institutional-corrective

D5: canonical

Configuration G (new)

G — State-decreed pseudoscience replaces established research.

Characteristic features distinguishing G from A–F:

Ideological  replacement  rather  than  discrediting. Unlike  A  (Socrates),  B

(Archimedes) or C (Hypatia), the knower is not killed for knowing, but a competing

pseudoscience is declared true by decree. Vavilov is eliminated secondarily because

his continued existence destabilises the decreed truth.

Empirical  decidability  was  present  —  but  was  ignored. Unlike  E  (Galileo:

heliocentrism  only  consensually  established  empirically  a  century  later)  or  F

(Calendar Case:  empirically decidable immediately):  in Vavilov’s case Mendelian

genetics  was  internationally  established  (Morgan  school,  Drosophila  genetics,

Hardy-Weinberg etc.),  Lysenko’s position was empirically falsified from the start.

Empirical truth was no longer an argument within the Soviet framework.

The knower has his own preserved voice. Unlike the four cases without first-

person voice (A,  B,  C,  D in v0.1):  Vavilov has published,  files  exist,  international

correspondence is preserved. The topos cannot “appropriate” Vavilov as easily.

The phrase is NOT apocryphal. Unlike the three cases with apocryphal topos

marker  (Archimedes:  Noli  turbare;  Galileo:  Eppur  si  muove;  Hypatia:  cinematic

death scene): Vavilov’s quotation “We shall go into the pyre” is documented in his

1939 Leningrad address and verified through Pringle’s archival work. The absence

of an apocryphal marker makes v0.1 finding 1 visible precisely through its negative.
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Death  without  execution. Unlike  Socrates  (hemlock),  Archimedes  (sword),

Hypatia  (mob),  Galileo (house arrest,  natural  death),  Maya scribes (auto-da-fé):

Vavilov dies 26 January 1943 in Saratov prison from dystrophy (starvation). Power

eliminates not spectacularly but bureaucratically-permanently.

Posthumous  institutional  rehabilitation. As  in  F  (Calendar  Case:  Yang

Guangxian  deposed,  Schall  posthumously  rehabilitated),  but  with  structurally

different  speed:  twelve  years  to  juridical  rehabilitation  (1955),  22  years  to

scientific (1965). The institutional correction costs Soviet science a generation of

genetics research.

Three systematic findings from v0.1 — re-examined

Finding  1  (apocryphal  phrase  as  topos  marker): Vavilov  has  a  documented,  non-

apocryphal  phrase.  This  confirms the  v0.1  finding:  where  the  topos  spreads  without

documented wording (A,  B,  E),  popular  desire  fills  the  gap with fictional  wording;  where

wording is documented (G, F), the topos function is structurally different.

Finding 2 (knowers without first-person voice): Vavilov has voice. v0.1: 4 of 6 without

voice. With Vavilov: 4 of 7. Rate drops from 67% to 57%. The finding remains structural but is

not universal: where the archival situation allows it, the knower has voice (Vavilov, Galileo,

Schall).

Finding 3 (empirical decidability as exception): v0.1 had only F (Calendar) as empirically-

decidable. In Vavilov’s case the empirical decision  had been made but  was set aside by

decree. This is a fourth type that refines the finding: decidability ≠ decision. Political power

can ignore empirically-decided matters when the institutional framework permits.

Limitations

Index card, not full analysis. A full version would go to Vavilov’s own publications

and the NKVD file.

Secondary sources: Roll-Hansen 2005, Soyfer 1994, Pringle 2008, Popovsky 1984 —

Western Vavilov historiography. Russian sources (Esakov, Kolchinsky) referenced

but not directly examined.

Configuration G formulated based on one case. Comparison cases (Vavilov’s

colleagues arrested 1941–43: Levitsky, Karpechenko, Govorov) would stabilise the

configuration type.

v0.1 Eurocentrism remains structural: the case shifts the axis from Western-

European-Mediterranean to Russia/USSR, but stays within the northern-western

scientific horizon.
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Index card v0.2, status 2026-05-30. Contribution to the extension of the configuration typology

A–F  from  Layered  Methodology  v0.1.  Closure  type:  USE-CASE-SCHLUSS  (Configuration  G

formulated for the first time with this case; comparison cases in subsequent v0.2 iterations).
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